Appl. No. 09/419,748 Docket No. 83336.1031 

Amdt. dated September 12, 2007 

Reply to Office action of September 4, 2007 

Amendment to Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A tear bar for assisting the separation of a piece of media from a 
strip of media, the strip of media having a surface, a first and second side, and a center portion, 
the tear bar comprising: 

(A) a first side portion, the first side portion being adapted to abut the surface of the 
strip of media adjacent to the first side of the strip of media and apply resistance 
on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of media; 
and 

(B) a second side portion, the second side portion being adapted to abut the surface of 
the strip of media adjacent to the second side of the strip of media and apply 
resistance on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of 
media; 

wherein the tear bar is formed from an integrally formed member having a substantially 
semi-circular lateral cross-section, the integrallv formed member fiirther having a center portion 
between the first side portion and the second side portion, the center portion having a diameter 
less than the first side portion and the second side portion, and wherein at least one of the first or 
second side portions comprises a roughened surface. 

2. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 1 wherein the first side portion comprises a 
tapered surface, wherein the height of the first side portion decreases as the first side portion is 
traversed from the first side of the strip of media towards the center of the strip of media. 

3. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 1 wherein the second side portion comprises 
a tapered surface, wherein the height of the second side portion decreases as the second side 
portion is traversed from the second side of the strip of media towards the center of the strip of 
media. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The tear bar of claim 1 fixrther comprising a center portion between the first 
and second side portions, the center portion being adapted to abut the surface of the strip of 
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vouchers in the center portion of the strip of vouchers and apply resistance on the strip of 
vouchers when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of vouchers. 

6. (Original) The tear bar of claim 5 wherein the center portion comprises a roughened 
surface. 

7. (Original) The tear bar of claim 5 wherein the center portion comprises a rounded 
surface. 

8-18. (Canceled) 

1 9. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 1 , wherein the tear bar remains in a fixed 
position during feeding and separation of the strip of media. 

20. (Currently amended) A tear bar for assisting the separation of a piece of media from a 
strip of media, the strip of media having a surface, a first and second side, and a center portion, 
the tear bar comprising: 

(A) a first side portion, the first side portion being adapted to abut the surface of the 
strip of media adjacent to the first side of the strip of media and apply resistance 
on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of media; 
[and] 

(B) a second side portion, the second side portion being adapted to abut the surface of 
the strip of media adjacent to the second side of the strip of media and apply 
resistance on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of 
media; and 

(C) a center portion between the first side portion and the second portion, the center 
portion having a diameter less than the first side portion and the second side 
portion, 

wherein the tear bar remains in a fixed position during feeding and separation of the strip 
of media, wherein at least one of the first or second side portions comprises a roughened surface. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 20, wherein at least one of the first or second 
side portions comprises a roughened surface. 
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22. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 20, further comprising a center portion 
between the first and second side portions, the center portion being adapted to abut the surface of 
the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of media. 

23. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 22, wherein the center portion comprises a 
roughened surface. 

24. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 22, wherein the center portion comprises a 
rounded surface. 

25. (Currently amended) The tear bar for assisting the separation of a piece of media fi-om a 
strip of media, the strip of media having a surface, a first and second side, and a center portion, 
the tear bar comprising: 

(A) a first side portion, the first side portion being adapted to abut the surface of the 
strip of media adjacent to the first side of the strip of media and apply resistance 
on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of media; 

(B) a second portion, the second side portion being adapted to abut the surface of the 
strip of media adjacent to the second side of the strip of media and apply 
resistance on the strip of media when a longitudinal force is applied to the strip of 
media; and 

(C) a center portion between the first and second side portions, the center portion 
having a diameter less than the diameter of the first side portion and the diameter of the second 
side portion the center portion being adapted to abut the surface of the strip of media when a 
longitudinal force is applied to the strip of media. 

wherein the t e ar bar allows a user holding the media from th e first or th e second side to 

26. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 25, wherein at least one of the first or second 
side portions comprises a roughened surface. 

27. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 25, wherein the center portion comprises a 
roughened surface. 
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28. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 25, wherein the center portion comprises a 
rounded surface. 

29. (Previously presented) The tear bar of claim 25, wherein the tear bar remains in a fixed 
position during feeding and separation of the strip of media. 
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